Dell Primary school

Spring Term Newsletter  No. 01
Monday 16th January 2012

Dear Parents/Guardians,
May I start by wishing you all a Happy New Year!

Here are some dates for your diary:- 
	Sunday 22nd January 
	Cinderella Pantomime at  Marina Theatre 

Many thanks to all those parents who have supported this event and the Lowestoft Players (101 tickets sold altogether). Tickets to follow shortly. 

	Wednesday 8th February
	FOD’s meeting 3.30 pm – all welcome 

	Monday 13th February  
	HALF TERM WEEK

	Monday 27th     Feb  to Fri 2nd March
	Year six trip to France – final details/arrangements to follow

	Friday 9th March
	Reports home to parents

	Tuesday 13th Weds 14th March
	Parent Interviews (details to follow)

	Wednesday 21st March
	Governors committee meetings 5.30 pm

	Tuesday 27th March
	Full Governors meeting 4pm

	Wednesday 28th March
	Easter Hat parade @ 2.45 pm

	Friday 30th March
	Last day of Term (Easter Holidays)

	Tuesday 17th April
	First day of Summer term     

	Monday 7th May
	Bank Holiday

	Monday 4th June 2012
	HALF TERM WEEK

	Friday 20th July 
	Last day at school (Summer Holidays)


Old Mobile Phones! 
If any parents received a new mobile phone for Christmas then can you please let us have your old one to recycle? Also,  if you have a new mobile telephone number please inform the office so that they can update your childs contact details. We had a few incidents before Christmas where children were poorly and we were unable to contact parents in a timely manner.
Other news in brief :

· Children this term need to walk to school twice a week in order to receive the ‘Walk to School’ badge.
· Thank you to all those parents/pupils who have been bringing in empty plastic drinking bottles. Mr Wilson has asked us to mention that it is only the  2 litre size bottles that he needs. Please leave empty bottles by the McDonalds tables.
· Should we have any snowy days please send your child to school with named wellies for playtime and school shoes to wear in school. This will ensure they can make the most of the weather and have fun with friends on the field.
· All key stage two pupils need to wear trousers/joggers and a fleece or sweatshirt for PE as they will still be outside (classes 7-15). Please also ensure that all kits are labelled and that they have kit in school every day!
Staffing
Mr Turner is currently on paternity leave for two weeks as his wife has just had a baby girl. Mr Barber is currently taking his class. Mrs Sprake has opted not to return to work following the birth of her daughter and Mr Emmens has kindly said that he will stay to teach class 4 until the end of the year to ensure the children have stability. Mrs Coman will be returning to teach in Class 7 as from Monday 30th January. Mrs Moyse will now cover release as Mrs Dattani has kindly offered to stay in Class 2 until the end of the year – as the children are making such good progress and a change will disrupt this.                                                                      PTO

New Front Corner Entrance Gate
With all the fencing and gate works now completed we are pleased to announce that the corner gate, on the corner of Dell Road and Winson Avenue,  will be open as from Monday 16th January. Please keep left to go onto the playground OR you will end up at the main school entrance!. This gate will remain open during the day and so there will be no need to cross the car park if you are walking to the main entrance. The gate onto the playground will be locked at normal lock up times to safeguard the children.
Children’s Concerns

We have had some issues where parents have become involved with children’s arguments on the playground. Most of children’s arguments can be resolved very quickly with little upset for all concerned.
Please can we ask that any concerns involving children that happen in school be referred to the class teacher to be dealt with. It is often the case that parents are still upset from a disagreement and they turn around to see the children are already back together and the best of friends again!

School Office
  
Thank you to all those parents who have been using our wooden postal box for handing in forms/dinner money etc. We empty this throughout the day and we are hoping it will continue to keep queuing to a minimum.
Missing!  
On the last day of term, Friday 16th December a new ‘Ben 10’ coat (age 6-7) was misplaced in the new block (class  4,5 & 6) and we believe that in error a larger (age 8) version of the same coat was left. Please can you check at home that your child did not pick this coat up in error.  If you have a wrongly sized coat please see Mrs Westrup. 
Also, a bike helmet may have been taken accidently from the bike shed on Friday 6th January (black with blue ‘gyro’  type). Please can you check that your child did not pick this up in error. 
After School Club Update
Silhouette Stage Club re-starts Tuesday 17th January 2012.
Year Five Netball – starts Monday 16th January (letters issued to pupils Thursday 12th Jan)
Year Six Netball – starts Tuesday 17th January (letters issued to pupils Thursday 12th Jan)

Please can I ask parents not to bring children into the building before the bell goes in the morning. This is a valuable time for teacher preparation and time taken up at this point, dealing with children, can mean that the first lesson isn’t fully prepared. Can I ask parents not to bring trollies/prams or pushchairs into the building as these pose a real hazard in corridors and could block exits should there be a fire. Can I also confirm that it is school policy for children NOT to bring toys from home to school unless they are requested by the teacher because they relate to the topic.

Thank you once again for your support and understanding. 

Yours sincerely,
B.Hindes
Headteacher 
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